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 excess of those which would have been paid under the just and
reasonable rate, charge, classification, rule, regulation, practice, or
contract which the Commission orders to be thereafter observed and
in force: Provided, That if the proceeding is not concluded within
fifteen months after the refund effective date and if the Commission
determines at the conclusion of the proceeding that the proceeding
was not resolved within the fifteen-month period primarily because
of dilatory behavior by the public utility, the Commission may order
refunds of any or all amounts paid for the period subsequent to the
refund effective date and prior to the conclusion of the proceeding.
The refunds shall be made, with interest, to those persons who have
paid those rates or charges which are the subject of the proceeding.
"(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b), in a proceeding commenced
under this section involving two or more electric utility companies
of a registered holding company, refunds which might otherwise be
payable under subsection (b) shall not be ordered to the extent that
such refunds would result from any portion of a Commission order
that (1) requires a decrease in system production or transmission
costs to be paid by one or more of such electric companies; and (2) is
based upon a determination that the amount of such decrease
should be paid through an increase in the costs to be paid by other
electric utility companies of such registered holding company: Pro-
vided, That refunds, in whole or in part, may be ordered by the
Commission if it determines that the registered holding company
would not experience any reduction in revenues which results from
an inability of an electric utility company of the holding company to
recover such increase in costs for the period between the refund
effective date and the effective date of the Commission's order. For
purposes of this subsection, the terms 'electric utility companies*
and 'registered holding company1 shall have the same meanings as
provided in the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935, as
amended/'.
SEC. 3. LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY PROVIDED.
Nothing in subsection (c) of section 206 of the Federal Power Act,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 824e(c)) shall be interpreted to confer upon
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission any authority not
granted to it elsewhere in such Act to issue an order that (1)
requires a decrease in system production or transmission costs to be
paid by one or more electric utility companies of a registered
holding company; and (2) is based upon a determination that the
amount of such decrease should be paid through an increase in the
costs to be paid by other electric utility companies of such registered
holding company. For purposes of this section, the terms "electric
utility companies" and "registered holding company" shall have
the same meanings as provided in the Public Utility Holding Com-
pany Act of 1935, as amended.
SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE.
The amendments made by this Act are not applicable to com-
plaints filed or motions initiated before the date of enactment of this
Act pursuant to section 206 of the Federal Power Act: Provided,
however, That such complaints may be withdrawn and refilled with-
out prejudice.

